
Introduction
Taking private instruction is a huge step in one’s 
musical progression.  It functions to provide students 
with the best possible individualized learning 
experience in music.  It will allow the student to 
further advance their instrumental skill and musical 
knowledge at their own pace while being pushed by 
a trained musician.

This is a Student Guide that provides valuable 
information and some basic policies.  Please review 
the information and do not hesitate to ask questions. 

Section 1: Instrument, Equipment,
and Accessories
The instructor may request that students purchase 
additional materials for their lessons.  These are not 
supplied as part of your registration or tuition.  You will be 
advised on what equipment and accessories to purchase 
and where to acquire them.  All instruments, method 
books, sheet music, and other names should contain the 
student’s name with contact information so they can be 
returned if they are left behind.  The instructor is not 
responsible for any stolen or lost items.

1.1 - Instrument: Students must furnish their own violin 
with a bow.  The instrument must be protected with sturdy 
instrument case; the case must also have a nametag for 
proper identification.

1.2 - Accessories:  Rosin, cleaning cloth, extra set of 
strings, pencil, music stand for home practice.

1.3 - Sheet music and books: The instructor may 
request students to acquire various method books and 
instrument.  A notebook must also be required for the 
instructor to write down assignments for the student.

Section 2:  Private Lesson Tuition
2.1 - Description:  Advance monthly tuition payment 
guarantees the student a reserved lesson space on a 
specific day and time with a private instructor.  Failure to 
pay tuition and other fees in a timely fashion will 
result in dismissal and lesson termination.

3.1 - Student Cancellation:  Absences are discouraged.  
The progress of an individual student is based on 
consistent attendance and instruction.  It is crucial that 
and students maintain the agreed-upon lesson schedules.  
If you know you will not be able to attend your 
lesson/class, please give your instructor the courtesy of a 
phone call as soon as possible. 

3.2 - Makeup Lessons or Tuition Adjustments:  The 
instructor is not obligated to reschedule lessons missed or 
cancelled by student.  Tuition is not adjusted or credited 
for any lesson that are missed by students. Make-up 
lessons are not an entitlement; they are not guaranteed.  

3.3 - Late arrivals:  If a student is 15 minutes or more late 
for a scheduled lesson and has not contacted the 
instructor, the remainder of the lesson may be forfeited.  
The lesson may also not be made up.

3.4 - Instructor Cancellation:  In the event that your 
instructor cancels a lesson, all effort will be made to 
reschedule.  If this is not possible, your tuition will be 
prorated the following month.

3.5 - Inclement Weather:  The student or the instructor 
may cancel due to inclement weather (severe weather 
alerts or a warning has been called for the general area).  
All efforts to makeup the lesson will be made.

3.6 - Holidays:  Most major federal holidays will be 
observed:  New Years, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day.  If lessons 
need to be canceled to observe religious holidays, please 
let your instructor know.

Section 3: 
Cancellation and Make-up Policy

A minimum of two weeks written notice is required when a 
student intends to withdraw from private lessons.  If less 
than two weeks’ notice is provided, there is a $50 
withdrawal fee.  Should a student miss two consecutive 
lessons, and tuition has not been received, the student will 
be automatically withdrawn and an added $50 will be 
imposed.  

Section 4:  Withdrawal Policy

Section 5:  Dismissal Policy
5.1 - The instructor reserves the right to dismiss a student.  
Reasons may include, but are not limited to:

a) Failure to make full payments on time.
b) Cancellations are requested regularly.
c) The student demonstrates a regular pattern of not 

being prepared: arriving without instrument or    sheet 
music, arriving unprepared for the lesson, does not 
adequately apply himself/herself to his/her musical 
studies.

d) The student and/or parent demonstrates disrespectful 
behavior to the instructor.

2.2 - Deadlines:  Private lesson tuition is due, in full, on 
the first month or by the first scheduled lesson of the 
month (whether the student is present or not).  Failure to 
pay tuition in a timely manner may result in late fees, as 
well as the loss of the reserved space.  Please make your 
tuition check payable to your instructor for the appropriate 
monthly tuition

2.3 - Tuition and Fees:
a) 30-minute lesson, $25
b) 60-minute lesson, $40
c) Late tuition charge: $5 per week late
d) Return check: $40 per week

Section 6:  Communication
6.1 – Contact Information Sheet:  All enrolled must 
complete a contact information sheet. This will allow the 
instructor to contact students if required.

6.2 – Preferred Communication:  Although all primary 
forms of communication may be utilized (text, phone, 
email), email is preferred form, except in cases where 
text/phone may be more efficient such.  Social media is 
not an acceptable form of communication.

Encouraging Practice
Students are expected to practice daily.  The length 
of practice depends on the student’s motivation, 
objectives, and playing level.  Students must be 
given a quiet area free from interruptions to have 
productive practices.

Most children will need reminders to practice, 
parents are expected to remind and encourage their 
children to practice.  Only with productive practice 
will students advance quickly and master their 
instrument.


